BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: dab hand §&F

Neil: Hello, welcome to Real English from BBC Learning English, I'm Neil.
Helen: K hf, 2 Helen.
Neil: In Real English we look at words and phrases people use all the

time, but you probably won’t find in your dictionary.

Helen: A EAEA R HE SETETT H b, SR8 BIE T A A B 98 7 11 R0
Neil: Today’s expression is dab hand.

Helen: Dab hand. What does that mean?

Neil: If someone’s a dab hand at something, it means they’re very good

at it. They’re skilful at something.

Helen: Oh | see. W B A HEXHH A Fi45 HI7E4T a dab hand, 28 a2 Ath 21X 5 i g
¥
Neil: Like you Helen with chopsticks. You’'re a dab hand at chopsticks.

You're really skilful.

Helen: Hmm, and you could do with some practise.

Neil: Well, Helen, I’'m not Chinese.

Helen: Neil $i32 AP TFREET a dab hand at using chopsticks.
Insert

A: Argh computers! | hate them. Could you give me hand?
B: Yeah, no problem, you just need to look here.
A: Ah, your such a dab hand with computers. | wish | could understand them.

Helen: Is it a common expression, Neil? XA A &k ?

Neil: Yes it is, but be careful because it’s very British. You won’t hear it
much in American English.
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So what are you a dab hand at, Neil?

Well, we don’t usually use dab hand to talk about ourselves, but it’'s
a nice compliment to pay someone else.

AT AN AR BT, AR AR AN, XA P2k iR
H. Well, you're a dab hand at English.

Thanks, Helen, but it is my first language!
Oh yeah.
Well, that’s all for today from Real English.
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Bye.
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