BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Real English: Gravevard Shift %3

Neil: Hello, welcome to Real English from BBC Learning English, I'm Neil.
Helen: K hf, 2 Helen.
Neil: In Real English we look at words and phrases people use all the

time, but you probably won’t find them in your dictionary.

Helen: A EAEA R HE SETETT H b, SR8 BIE T A A B 98 7 11 R0
Neil: (yawn)

Helen: What's the matter with you Neil? You seem so tired.

Neil: Oh Helen, I am. I’'m working shifts at the moment.

Helen: Shifts TAEHIR. Neil's WERWE L &%,

Neil: And last night | worked the graveyard shift.

Helen: The graveyard shift?

Neil: Yes, that’s today’s word in Real English. The graveyard shift.
Helen: Zilh, graveyard. What does it mean?

Neil: It's a shift which starts very late at night and ends in the morning.
Helen: So it’s a night shift? 2 L Frn?

Neil: That’s right.

Helen: But why graveyard? {H& X1 Z 4 {1455 &g ?

Neil: Well, we’re not sure about the origin but it might be because when

you work a night shift it's usually very quiet and there aren’t very
many people around, like a graveyard.

Helen: JEOR AR B AN ARG ZEIX AN (oK, RTRERE A DAy LT~ B L BRI N A B [ #8
Rz, WAt AN, WA BELE# 2l R BRI T
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Insert

A: Have you seen Kate recently? She’s looks terrible — so pale and with really dark rings
under her eyes.
B: I'm not surprised, she’s been working the graveyard shift for about six months.

Helen: Do you like working the graveyard shift, Neil?

Neil: No it's awful! What about you?

Helen: No, I'd hate to work the graveyard shift. I'm tired enough during the
day anyway!

Neil: We say ‘to work’ the graveyard shift.

Helen: 1 work the graveyard shift.

Neil: Or ‘to do’ the graveyard shift.

Helen: i # LA to do, fi | do the graveyard shift.

Neil: Or ‘to be on’ the graveyard shift.

Helen: AT LLRTIIN on, #£_ I I'm on the graveyard shift.

Neil: Well, that’s all for today from Real English. I'm off to bed.

Helen: Goodnight — or day! R LAAEBATT MG L F3IEEST H, AT M k2

www.bbcchina.com.cn. T H L.

Neil: (snoring)
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