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Beijing 2008 Opening Ceremon LIX2008 % i= T

An Unforgettable Show —3%4$ AR KEE

The 2008 Beijing Olympics began officially on Friday 8th August 2008 at 8pm
in front of a crowd of 90,000 eager spectators in the Bird's Nest stadium.

Things got off to a bang with an initial firework display which lit up Beijing's
skyline, followed by a total of 2,008 energetic drummers beating a
countdown.

Then the crowd was treated to an amazing sequence of intricately-
choreographed, beautifully-lit vignettes which took them through 5,000
years of Chinese history and culture.

After these performances, it was time for the athletes themselves to take
centre stage. In keeping with tradition, Olympic founders Greece led the 204
competing nations into the stadium.

China's 639 athletes entered last behind towering flag bearer Yao Ming, to a
thunderous reception from the crowd.

Finally, the cauldron was lit by a jet of fire from Chinese Olympic hero Li
Ning, who had been hoisted up to the roof of the stadium on wires.

China, of course, was not alone in watching the opening ceremony. British
newspaper The Guardian said the show "outdid all of its predecessors in
numbers, colour, noise and expense."

The Financial Times was equally impressed. "No country ever has - or surely
will - match the Chinese in effort, human power, synchronicity, ingenuity
and, it has to be said, money they were willing to put into what was once a
little show."

No pressure on the next Olympic host city then! With just four years to go, the
London Olympic organisers have promised to deliver an equally inspirational
ceremony. Let’s hope they can pull it off.
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Glossary JICE

eager spectators — HY] KM ARAT]

things got off to a bang - FE¥H K
ThIFF 6

skyline = Xf&

energetic — ZWHEHH

countdown - 3%t

sequence - KF

intricately-choreographed - §%¢
i 4 A

vignettes — /NG, /BT

take centre stage — F|E & KIH L

flag bearer - JEF

thunderous reception — HFMEKE
FF

cauldron — X4, GEXHEIBREEEY
S EVS

hoisted - # Rk

outdid — T

predecessors — §j{E, XEIFHTER
BEHEFR

synchronicity — Rl #:

ingenuity — ZhaI#:

inspirational — BN LK

towering- ®AK

pull it off - F#EAK

1. Reading Quiz [##2i5

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RTFHARE?HARMR? HEHIERESR.

1. The 2008 Olympics opened in Beijing on 8" August at 18:00 hours.

True / False

2. There were 2888 drummers beating down the count down.

3. The Greeks always lead the athlete’s precession in the opening ceremonies.

True / False

4. There were 204 athletes representing Greece in the Beijing Olympics.

True / False

5. The Financial Time gave positive comments about the opening ceremony.

True / False
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2. Spellings #E

Can you remember the correct spellings of these words? Try not to
look back at the text!

RERRE H FHIRFE? RAF

1.

a) spectators b) specatators C) spectaters

2.

a) enegetic b) energetic c) inergetic

3.

a) contdown b) cantdown c) countdown

4.

a) coreograph b) choreographed c) chroeographed
5.

a) hoisted b) hiosted ¢) hoisded

6.

a) vignets b) vingettes C) vignettes

7.

a) syncronicity b) synchronicity ¢) synchronocity
8.

a) corldron b) coldrumn c) cauldron

3. Label the pictures B A
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Look at the pictures. Do you know what they are? To help you, the
words are at the bottom of the page.

HETIIER. FRAERERTAE? EREMKREEER S TH. #~7ER .

),
VJ

/,
“N.7)
2

2)

3. 4. 5.

athletes drummer crowd stadium fireworks

4. Wordsearch Hif#x
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Try to find the words associated with Opening Ceremony in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THTE T AR, IR -5 IR RHFEE IR
FHEL104 8, HARFAAREUKTH (g) BER (1) BXAR (m) A HB.

d |la |y |s |d |k |v i k |e |[u |a
i n (g |e |n [u [i t |y |a |[n |u
n |a |t |e |a |c |g |e |I k |c |I

s |k |y (w |r |w |n |y |i a |k |d
p |i n |g |e |a |e |t |n |r |d|r

eager ingenuity vignettes  skyline
spectator inspiring countdown stage
sequence cauldron
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz [FAEW%E

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

DTRATFHAOEEMARER? HEHERHER.

1. The 2008 Olympics opened in Beijing on 8™ August
at 18:00 hours. False

2. There were 2888 drummers beating down the count
down. False

3. The Greeks always lead the athletes’ precession in
the opening ceremonies. True

4. There were 204 athletes representing Greece in the
Beijing Olympics. False

5. The Financial Time gave positive comments about
the opening ceremony. True

3. Label the pictures fREEH

Look at the pictures. Do you know what they are?
To help you, the words are at the bottom of the

page.

ERETIIE ). RAEZXERGAE? EHIERNRESZER
AT HE. S .

1. 2. _drummer

3. _crowd 4. fireworks

5. athletes
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2. Spellings #5

Can you remember the correct spellings of these words? Try
not to look back at the text!

BRERBHTARRY? RRF.

. a) spectators
. a) enegetic

. a) contdown

. a) coreograph

1 b) specatators
2

3

4

5. a) hoisted

6

7

8

b) energetic

b) cantdown

b) choreographed
b) hiosted

b) vingettes

b) synchronicity
b) coldrumn

c) spectaters

c) inergetic

¢) countdown
c) chroeographed
c) hoisded

c) vignettes

c) synchronocity
¢) cauldron

. a) vignets
. @) syncronicity
. a) corldron

4. Wordsearch HFE#HZE
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